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Dear polio eradication supporter,

In celebration of International Women's Day this month, leaders and advocates from across the partnership
recognized the essential role of women in the fight against polio. GPEI Gender Champions Senator Ayesha
Raza Faroog (Prime Minister’s Focal Person on Polio Eradication, Pakistan), Svenja Schulze (Member of the
German Parliament], and Dr Hanan Balkhy (WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean)
reaffirmed their commitment to supporting women health workers. Across social media, partners including
Rotary, UNICEF, and WHO Regional Office for Africa shared powerful new digital content highlighting the
women driving progress toward a polio-free world. Team End Polio champions including Ramesh Ferris and
Anne Wafula Strike also raised their voices, spotlighting the inspiring women of Team End Polio. Thanks to
the dedication of these incredible women, we will protect children and end polio everywhere.

POLIO IN NUMBERS

Global Total: 1 (7)

Global Total: 18 (16)

*Data as of 24 March 2026. Numbers in brackets
represent data this time in 2025.

Breakdown by country
Polio this week

Despite insecurity and ongoing conflict, women health workers in
Gaza are leading polio response efforts. After a 10-month-old

was paralyzed by the virus in 2024, health workers mobilized WHO would like to thank Kuwait
under extraordinary circumstances to deliver vaccines to for its generous US$ 2.5 million
hundreds of thousands of children. Behind this complex contribution to polio eradication
operation were four dedicated women leading the way. operations and for its unwavering
[More] political support to end this disease

forever.



https://www.emro.who.int/polio-eradication/news/braving-conflict-to-protect-children-from-polio-in-gaza-women-at-the-frontline-of-the-response.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ayesharazafarooq_internationalwomensday2026-womenempowerment-activity-7436334897281089538-KHH2?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ayesharazafarooq_internationalwomensday2026-womenempowerment-activity-7436334897281089538-KHH2?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/svenja-schulze-3b4251232_weltfrauentag-internationalwomensday-polioeradication-activity-7436341004472901632-Y3Wl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://x.com/HananBalkhy/status/2031027908609720527?s=20
https://x.com/WHO_Polio/status/2030485909939089458?s=20
https://x.com/UNICEFpolio/status/2030690009334886712?s=20
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/world-health-organization-african-region_endpolio-internationalwomensday-polio-activity-7435960795815022592-n0a2/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho&skipRedirect=true
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramesh-ferris-724388171_internationalwomensday-iwd2026-endpolio-activity-7436461164668051457-N3IO?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anne-wafula-strike-mbe-ply-31938125_internationalwomensday-iwd2026-endpolio-activity-7436359919882268672-R6pY?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://polioeradication.org/about-polio/polio-this-week/
http://www.polioeradication.org

A WHO-supported
measles-rubella
vaccination drive in
Pakistan integrated
polio drops into
campaign activities,
protecting 34 million
children from measles-
rubella nationwide and
over 19 million children from polio across 88 high-risk districts.

By integrating response efforts, health workers are strengthening
collaboration between routine immunization and polio programs and
reaching more children to ensure every child is protected from

preventable diseases. [More]

A subnational polio
vaccination campaign

Photo of the Month

The Telegraph: We are one step
from eradicating polio. Britain
must not walk away

The Guardian: Polio virus
detected in London days before
ministers cut global eradication

funding
CNN: What to know about CDC's
new polio alert

USA Today: CDC warns travelers
of polio before trips to Spain, UK
and more

Forbes: After almost 3 years, a
tiny window to vaccinate zero-
dose kids in Sudan

recently launched in Tanzania, aims to reach over 6.7 million
children in high-risk areas to boost population immunity. Led by
the Ministry of Health with support from GPEI partners, the
campaign underscores Tanzania's continued commitment to
protecting children and ensuring high-quality vaccination, strong
surveillance, and resilient health care systems. [More]

A health worker in Tanzania administers polio drops to a child during the country’s
subnational polio vaccination campaign. © WHO
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https://twitter.com/WHO_Polio
https://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-when-a-who-supported-measles-rubella-drive-also-protects-millions-from-polio.html
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/united-republic-of-tanzania/news/tanzania-launches-subnational-polio-vaccination-campaign-safeguard-children-and-sustain-countrys
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/britain-is-one-step-from-eradicating-polio/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/britain-is-one-step-from-eradicating-polio/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/britain-is-one-step-from-eradicating-polio/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/mar/27/polio-virus-detected-in-london-days-before-ministers-cut-global-eradication-funding
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/mar/27/polio-virus-detected-in-london-days-before-ministers-cut-global-eradication-funding
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/mar/27/polio-virus-detected-in-london-days-before-ministers-cut-global-eradication-funding
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/mar/27/polio-virus-detected-in-london-days-before-ministers-cut-global-eradication-funding
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/11/health/polio-virus-vaccine-wellness
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/11/health/polio-virus-vaccine-wellness
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2026/03/05/cdc-travel-advisory-polio-destinations/88996042007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2026/03/05/cdc-travel-advisory-polio-destinations/88996042007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2026/03/05/cdc-travel-advisory-polio-destinations/88996042007/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christinero/2026/03/05/after-almost-3-years-a-tiny-window-to-vaccinate-zero-dose-kids-in-sudan/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christinero/2026/03/05/after-almost-3-years-a-tiny-window-to-vaccinate-zero-dose-kids-in-sudan/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christinero/2026/03/05/after-almost-3-years-a-tiny-window-to-vaccinate-zero-dose-kids-in-sudan/

