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Dear polio eradication supporter,

This month, partners came together at the 2025 World Health Assembly (WHA)] to celebrate progress and
renew commitment to ending polio. At the Outsmarting Outbreaks side-event, GPEI leaders reaffirmed
dedication to protecting progress and preventing future outbreaks, and celebrated Madagascar's recent
variant polio outbreak closure. Also at WHA, Professor Helen Rees, Chair of WHO's International Health
Regulation Polio Emergency Committee, and longstanding polio eradication champion, was awarded the
Dr LEE Jong-wook Memorial Prize for Public Health - a testament to her significant contributions to the
field. Lastly, the Team End Polio Strava Rise Together challenge officially closed at the end of the month,
with over 120+ million minutes of activity and 86 000+ participants. Before the challenge’s end,
parliamentarians, advocates, influencers, and Rotarians in the UK gathered for a “parkrun” event, a
powerful demonstration of the UK public’s belief in a polio-free world.

The GPEI pays tribute to Sebastido Salgado, the legendary Brazilian
photographer whose work illuminated the fight against polio. Salgado
sadly passed away last week at the age of 81. Through his powerful
imagery, he documented not only the devastating effects of polio but also
the relentless efforts of health workers and communities striving to
create a world free of the disease.
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paralyzed across the country. In response, the Madagascar
government, backed by communities and global partners, Breakdown by country
successfully delivered lifesaving vaccines to over 19 million Polio this week

people. Thanks to dedication at all levels to vaccination and

intensified surveillance efforts, Madagascar stopped the virus in
its tracks and is now focused on sustaining immunity to prevent
any future outbreaks. Learn more about Madagascar’s efforts to
end polio here.


https://www.afro.who.int/countries/madagascar/news/outbreak-variant-type-1-polio-madagascar-declared-over
https://x.com/HananBalkhy/status/1924879106015166872
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/chris-elias-3971605_wha78-humanlypossible-endpolio-activity-7330950489351643136-hDEu/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADJFBAABtEALtVW9LzWV--wAjBGspv2n6ho
https://x.com/jGuudle/status/1924755683326489053
https://www.wits.ac.za/news/latest-news/research-news/2025/2025-05/rees-honoured-with-2025-dr-lee-jong-wook-prize.html
https://makepoliohistory.org/team-end-polio/rise-together-challenge/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328515838410452994
https://polioeradication.org/about-polio/polio-this-week/
http://www.polioeradication.org
https://polioeradication.org/news/honoring-sebastiao-salgado/

After nearly a decade of
persistent outbreaks of
variant poliovirus, health
ministers from
countries in the Horn of
Africa renewed their
commitment to ending
polio and agreed to
establish an inter-
ministerial coordination body. This coordination effort will include
synchronized vaccination campaigns, enhanced cross-border
surveillance, and real-time data sharing to prevent missed cases.
Already demonstrating the power of this multi-country coordination,
more than 18 million children were vaccinated across Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia between February and April 2025.
Continued collaboration will be key to sustaining progress,
especially in high-risk areas where transmission of the virus
persists. [More]
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AllAfrica: Outbreak Of Variant
Type 1 Polio in Madagascar
Declared Over

The International News: Refusals
drop sharply in Karachi as polio
teams expand outreach, influence

BBC: WHO declares polio
outbreak in Papua New Guinea.
Reuters: WHO says vaccine-
derived poliovirus detected in
Papua New Guinea

Nature Africa: Nigeria's polio
battleground.

UNICEF's upcoming documentary captures
the extraordinary courage and commitment
of Dr Younis R. Awadallah, who led one of
the most urgent health missions in Gaza last
year: vaccinating over 600 000 children

== against polio. Dr Younis and his team
delivered lifesaving care to families across
Gaza, while navigating conflict, supply
shortages, and blocked access. He has
received global recognition for his
leadership in this effort, earning him a place

on the TIME100 list of the most influential people in health in 2025, alongside WHO's Dr Tedros. The
documentary is expected to be released later this year, but you can watch the trailer now. [More].

support polio outbreak response campaigns.

WHQO expresses its sincere gratitude to the Gates Foundation for its generous contribution of
US$ 17.7 million in support of polio eradication efforts in Afghanistan, including technical assistance,
surveillance, and immunization activities, and for the contribution of US$ 16.5 million to
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https://twitter.com/WHO_Polio
https://www.afro.who.int/news/horn-africa-health-ministers-commit-bolster-polio-eradication-efforts
https://time.com/collections/time100-health-2025/7279579/younis-r-awadallah/
https://time.com/collections/100-most-influential-people-2025/7273797/tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKt4DEU3gHU
https://www.unicef.org/stories/films/gazas-silent-threat
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505200223.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505200223.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202505200223.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1312631-refusals-drop-sharply-in-karachi-as-polio-teams-expand-outreach-influence
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1312631-refusals-drop-sharply-in-karachi-as-polio-teams-expand-outreach-influence
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1312631-refusals-drop-sharply-in-karachi-as-polio-teams-expand-outreach-influence
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg9men89yvo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg9men89yvo
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-says-vaccine-derived-poliovirus-detected-papua-new-guinea-2025-05-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-says-vaccine-derived-poliovirus-detected-papua-new-guinea-2025-05-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-says-vaccine-derived-poliovirus-detected-papua-new-guinea-2025-05-20/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d44148-025-00153-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/d44148-025-00153-x
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A child recelives a polio vaccine in Madagascar. © WHO African Region
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