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Dear polio eradication supporter,

This month partners and champions from over 30 countries, from every region of the world, came
together to join the Make Polio History campaign and celebrate World Polio Day, telling global partners,
donors, and polio-affected country governments, that eradication is possible and urgently needed now.
The GPEI's Polio Oversight Board members responded to the global support, expressing their confidence
in the feasibility of eradication. In addition, on World Polio Day, Ministers of Health of the United Arab

Emirates and Qatar, emphasized the shared responsibility of all Eastern Mediterranean Region member
states to end polio, and Rotary called for continued funding towards eradication efforts. Other partners
highlighted the importance of polio vaccines, as well as the importance of learning from past successes,
in the fight to end polio. This year's World Polio Day served as a critical reminder that by continuing to

work together, we can end polio everywhere.

As polio was sweeping the
American South in the 1940s,
the Tuskegee Institute’s

i Infantile Paralysis Center

| was committed to treating
Black children with polio -
and was the only facility at

1 the time specifically built to
do so. Most are not familiar
with this important history,
but in Alabama, Rotary
District 6880 is working to
change that. Read on to
learn more about the history
of Tuskegee's critical role in
the development of the polio vaccine and present-day
eradication efforts. [More]
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The European Commission, the European Investment Bank, and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have announced a new

€500 million financing partnership to support polio eradication
efforts and strengthen healthcare systems. This new commitment
from European leaders comes at a critical time - funds will allow
vaccinators to reach nearly 370 million children annually and are
an important reminder that through finding innovative ways to
partner together, we can achieve a polio-free world. [More]

POLIO IN NUMBERS

Global Total: 10 (28)

Global Total: 324 (449)

*Data as of 24 October 2023. Numbers in
brackets represent data at this time in 2022.

Breakdown by country
Polio this week

Forbes: How Stories of Resilience
Inspire Hope In The Face of Crisis
(Michael Sheldrick, 23 October)

Proto.life: Let's eradicate polio this
winter (Michael Sheldrick,
19 October)

Le Monde: Poliomyelitis : the last
challenges before complete
eradication (Julien Lemaignen,
18 October)



https://www.rotary.org/en/polios-hidden-figures-tuskegee
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/world-polio-day-2023-a-global-and-urgent-call-to-make-polio-history/
https://youtu.be/Nf8svIXrsS0
https://www.thenationalnews.com/opinion/comment/2023/10/24/polio-pakistan-afghanistan/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/opinion/comment/2023/10/24/polio-pakistan-afghanistan/
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/10/24/world-polio-day-were-so-close-to-eradicating-polio-but-challenges-remain
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/cameroon-launches-new-offensive-against-variant-type-2-poliovirus
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/how-to-eradicate-vaccine-derived-poliovirus-by-andrew-stein-1-2023-10?barrier=accesspaylog
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.polioeradication.org
https://www.forbes.com/sites/globalcitizen/2023/10/23/how-stories-of-resilience-inspire-hope-in-the-face-of-crisis/?sh=25f3c47929c2
https://proto.life/2023/10/lets-eradicate-polio-this-winter/
https://www.lemonde.fr/article-offert/prcanbznvovh-6195091/poliomyelite-les-derniers-defis-avant-une-eradication-complete?lmd_medium=al&lmd_campaign=envoye-par-appli&lmd_creation=ios&lmd_source=whatsapp&random=1376282552
https://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/22nd-Report-of-The-Independent-Monitoring-Board-IMB.pdf
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/european-leaders-announce-new-financing-partnership-to-deliver-a-healthier-polio-free-world/

Reaching the unreached
DONOR UPDATES
Pakistan has made great

strides towards polio
eradication, but

Through an innovative financing
partnership announced on
challenges persist in the 11 October 2023 with the

region of southern European Investr.ner.lt Bank, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, El.Jropean .Commlssmn and th.e
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
€500 million in new funding will
go to WHO and UNICEF to support
vaccine procurement and
outbreak response activities, with
the first tranche disbursed in late

where wild polio remains
endemic. In response,
this year, health agencies
have employed a new
campaign, "Reaching the
Unreached,” aimed to

halt transmission of 2023/early2024.
polio, while also boosting WHO would like to thank
: = immunity against other Luxembourg for its decades-long
vaccine-preventable diseases, through vaccinating children who support to polio eradication
have not been reached. Although not over yet, early indicators operations worldwide and for its
suggest this integration strategy is paying off — approximately recent contribution of €700 000.

27 000 children under two years of age received overdue or
missed routine vaccines during the first two phases of the
campaign, and immunity against several pathogens is rising as
a result. Through continuing to identify and target vulnerable
children, we will put an end to this devastating disease. [More]

UNICEF and partners fighting polio vaccine misinformation

UNICEF and partners are
increasingly turning to
digital platforms to help
combat vaccine
misinformation and build
trust for vaccines and
vaccination

services. Effectively,
UNICEF is setting up polio S—
listening posts’, known as oo St
the Digital Community sy
Engagement (DCE] initiative

to help track false rumours online, and develop accurate messaging and strategies to counter the

rumours. “Social listening is like a disease surveillance system, but instead of the virus, we track and
analyze misinformation,” said Adnan Shahzad, Digital Communication Manager of the UNICEF Polio
Eradication Team. “This helps strengthen already-existing networks and strategies.” In 2022, these efforts
resulted in more than 5 million online social listening results being analysed from 41 countries, in more than
100 languages. An incredible achievement. [More]
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Ending polio starts YOl‘lf voice
with each of us. online matters.

Use your influence for good by sharing why
you support protecting children from polio. Useit for good.
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https://twitter.com/WHOPolDirector
https://www.who.int/topics/poliomyelitis/en/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://www.cdc.gov/polio/
https://www.unicef.org/immunization/polio/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/What-We-Do/Global-Development/Polio
https://www.gavi.org/types-support/vaccine-support/inactivated-polio-vaccine
https://twitter.com/EndPolioNow
https://twitter.com/CDCGlobal
https://twitter.com/UNICEF
https://twitter.com/gatesfoundation
https://twitter.com/gavi
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/stopping-outbreak-its-tracks-polio-response-mozambique
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/fighting-polio-vaccine-misinformation/
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Female health workers filling in information after a Reaching the Unreached vaccination
session © Huma Khawar
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