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World Polio Day in Afghanistan
Afghanistan marked World Polio Day on October 24 with videos, photo stories and a social media contest. Over fifteen 
thousand facebook users engaged with our social media campaign, more than fifty national and local media picked up our 
stories and circulated through traditional media channels, such as radio, TV and newspapers. Our pinky selfie contest gained 
833 votes for the 276 selfie submissions. Check out our videos: Afghan Pride & My Paralyzed Body. Our partner video: VOA 
Music Video. 

Media Highlights

•	 4 new wild poliovirus (WPV1) cases were 
reported in October. 2 from Nawzad district of 
Helmand province and 1 each from Maiwand dis-
trict of Kandahar and Poruns district of Nuristan 
province.

•	 The National Rapid Response Team(NRRT) car-
ried out detailed epidemiological investigation 
of the newly confirmed WPV1 case from Poruns 
district of Nuristan province.

POLIO TRANSMISSION

•	 232 acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases (102 girls 
and 130 boys) were reported in October. Overall 
in 2018, 2,786 AFP cases have been reported, of 
which 2,574 have been discarded as “non-polio 
AFP” and 193 cases are pending classification. 

•	 The Non-polio AFP rate is above 11, stool 
adequacy above 89%, and non-polio enterovirus 
rate ranges from 16 to 18%. 

•	 10 WPV1 positive environmental samples were 
reported in October. 7 from Kandahar, 1 each 
from Helmand, Kunar and Khost, bringing the 
total number of positive samples to 50 in 2018.  

AFP AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SURVEILLANCE

•	 Recovery campaign was conducted in three 
districts of Kandahar: Arghandab, Dand and 
Kandahar city from 8 to 12 October. 26,385 
children under 5 years old were targeted.

SUPPLEMENTARY
IMMUNIZATION ACTIVITIES

•	 15 cross-border vaccination points, 44 cross-
border teams and 377 permanent transit teams 
(PTTs) were operational across Afghanistan during 
October 2018.  

•	 Permanent transit teams vaccinated 1,056,969 
children,and cross-border teams vaccinated 
116,359 children against polio in October.

•	 2,748 children were given OPV and 892 children 
were vaccinated with IPV respectively in UNHCR 
repatriation centers and IOM sites receiving 
returnees and refugees from Pakistan and Iran in 
October.  

•	 11,434 international travelers were vaccinated in 
October in compliance to the International Health 
Regulations (IHR).

COMPLEMENTARY  
VACCINATION ACTIVITIES
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