PAKISTAN POLIO UPDATE

2017 proved another historic year for Pakistan’s polio
eradication programme as an overall 97% drop in
cases was registered since 2014. With polio at the
lowest levels in the history of Pakistan, the programme
continues its final assault on the disease in 2018.

The sensitive polio surveillance system indicates that
the proportion of positive environmental samples as of
February 2018 was 14%, compared to 18% at this point
last year. The challenge, however, remains ahead. The
primary areas of concern remain Karachi, Killa Abdul-
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The second nationwide immunization campaign of the virus continues to circulate. Moreover, high levels
the year took place from 12-14 February 2018, resulting  of population movement within the country and across
in vaccinating 39 million children under 5 years of age  the 2,000+ kilometer border between Pakistan and Af-
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Balochistan, a case response campaign was carried  piigren living in the core polio reservoirs and closer

out there from 1-4 February 2018, successfully vacci-  coordination across the common Afghanistan-Pakistan
nating up to 296,040 vulnerable children against epidemiological bloc for poliovirus transmission. Key
polio. strategies have been aligned and all major activities in-

cluding vaccination campaigns are synchronized. To
Intense focus on core polio reservoirs including Kara- mitigate the risk posed by frequent population move-
chi, Quetta Block, Peshawar and the Twin Cities of ments within the country, the programme has done ex-
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Islamabad and Rawalpindi, as well as targeted com- tensive work to better understand the movement pat- Childl’en on
munity engagement efforts have been helping the terns of different mobile population groups to ensure the move
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