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Besides her work on COV/0-19 response, Nasrin teaches women in her community about symptoms 

of polio and how it can be prevented.                               © WHO Afghanistan I R.Haidari 

The Polio Oversight Board met on 18 December 
2020 to set some important directions for 2021. We 
heard from Ministers of Health from the last two 
polio endemic countries, on their views on what 
needs to be done differently. We noted the latest 
revisions of the Polio Strategy and approved the 
general direction of ensuring greater government 
ownership, accelerating integration, and fostering 
innovation. We are also completing a process of 
reviewing the way the partnership is governed and 
managed to ensure that GPEI is fit for purpose to 
implement the new strategy. In view of financial 
constraints, we approved a new budget which 
directs resources to where they will be most 
effective. 

In my first letter as Polio Oversight Board Chair I 
spoke of my optimism that polio would be 
eradicated. The commitments at the WHA, the new 
tools and innovations, and the proof that polio 
transmission can be stopped in even the most 
difficult circumstances reaffirms that optimism, 
even in this very challenging year. 

The end of 2020 also marks the beginning of a new 
adventure for Michel Zaffran, WHO's Director of 
Polio Eradication, who will be taking well-deserved 
retirement. Michel leaves a legacy of one less strain 
of poliovirus, one more continent free of WPV, one 
new polio vaccine formulation, one new gender 
equality strategy, a stronger bridge between polio 
eradication and of essential immunization, and 
countless public health colleagues he has trained, 
mentored and inspired. 

Michel will be succeeded by Mr Aidan O'Leary, 
whose previous role was as Head of Office in Yemen 
for the United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Mr O'Leary has strong experience of working on 
polio eradication including as Chief of Polio 
Eradication in Pakistan for UNICEF from 2015-2017 
and as Head of Office for OCHA in Afghanistan from 
2011-2014. I look forward to working with Aidan. 

Thank you for your support and above all for your 
commitment to polio eradication. I wish you and 
your loved ones the best for 2021. 

Yours faithfully
' J 
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DrTedr��� 
Chair of the Polio Oversight Board 

M E M BERS OF T HE P OLIO O VERSIG H T BO AR D 

(.��. World Health Rotary'ifSl/JJ Organization 
Cl:,.TII•• r•11 D•••••& 

CDNT •• \ •ND 1'•CVIINT•·" 

unicefo» BILLt:1-MELINDA
GATES fo1<ndJr,on 




