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Introduction

The American Regional Commission for Certification of Poliovirus Laboratory Containment and
Verification of Polio‐free Status (AMR RCC) held their 3rd meeting in Panama City, Panama from
9‐10 October 2008. The AMR RCC was established by the Director, PAHO/WHO in February
2004 to independently document that the requirements for wild poliovirus laboratory
containment have been fulfilled and to verify that the polio‐free status of the Region remains
unchanged. The purpose of the present meeting was to review the quality of Phase I activities
in the 31 member states of the Region that have submitted final reports to the RCC ("Group A
countries").
The meeting was opened by Dr. Angel Valencia, Representative a. i. of PAHO/WHO in Panama
followed by a telephone address by Dr. Cuauhtemoc Ruiz Matus, Project Coordinator of
Immunization in PAHO. Attendees were welcomed by Dr. Cirilo Lawson, Director General of
Health of Panama. The attachment lists the Presidents of National Coordinating Committees,
country representatives, and staff members from WHO/Geneva and PAHO who attended. RCC
members in attendance were Drs. Alexandre Existe, Walter R Dowdle, and Jesus Querales. Dr.
Dowdle chaired the meeting in the absence of the President, Dr. Carlyle Guerra de Macedo.
Current status of Phase I in the Region During the Second Meeting of the AMR RCC, held in
Brasilia, Brazil, on 28‐29 February 2008, the RCC classified the countries into two general groups
(A and B) based on assessment of available information and perceived compliance with Phase I
requirements. Group A countries, perceived as more advanced in compliance with Phase I,
were requested to submit a final report no later than 31 July 2008 and its National Committees
were requested to be prepared to present the final report to the RCC during the third quarter
of 2008. The AMR RCC requested that Group B countries submit a final report no later than
December 31, 2008. In follow up, a workshop for Group B Countries was conducted in Panama
City, Panama, from 20‐22 May 2008. At this Third Meeting, the AMR RCC reviewed the final
Phase 1 written and oral reports from the Group A countries.

Conclusions and Recommendations
Prior to the present RCC meeting, a panel was convened consisting of Drs WR Dowdle (RCC
member), M Landaverde (OPV/OMS), G. Lipskaya (WHO EURO), and Chris Wolff (WHO/Geneva)
to review in detail all written reports and provide recommendations to the RCC. The following
RCC conclusions and recommendations were drawn from the report of the panel and
presentations made by each country.
The RCC congratulates the 31 countries of the American Region that submitted their national
reports and presented findings at this 3rd meeting of the Commission. The Commission was
particularly pleased with the overall high quality of the reports and presentations, consistency
of formats, and the special attention given to survey accuracy among the institutions and
laboratories that constitute the highest risk of possessing wild polioviruses or potential
infectious materials. The quality of the reports reflected the degree of national cooperation and
the investment of human and financial resources in completing the survey and inventory.
Panama received special commends for its effort to conclude phase I after being classified as a
group B country. Chile, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States (4/31 countries)
reported having facilities with wild poliovirus infectious or potential infectious materials.
a) General recommendations:
1. PAHO/WHO should communicate to countries with unfinished reports in Group B
the high quality of the reports and presentations from Group A countries and make
available specific examples where appropriate.
2. Group A countries requested by the RCC to provide additional information or clarify
specific items in the report should do so through PAHO/WHO by October 31, 2008.
3. Signed approval of respective National Certification Committees should be
forwarded by national authorities of all countries to PAHO/WHO no later than
December 31, 2008.
b) Specific recommendations:
The RCC reviewed the submissions from countries and grouped them in 3 categories: accept
report, accept report with request for clarification or additional information, request re‐
submission of report
1. Accept report
• Bolivia
• Caribbean Sub‐Region
• Costa Rica
• Dominica Republic

•
•
•

Mexico
Panama
United States of America

2. Accept report, with request for clarification or additional information
•

•
•

•

Chile: Clarify the number of low risk laboratories (page 18, paragraph 4) that
were surveyed as a sample (update report with text from slide 13 of the
presentation). Obtain responses from Universities that have not yet submitted
the completed survey (page 23, table 4). Add a paragraph explaining the process
of reviewing the non‐responding laboratories and the evaluation of their risks.
El Salvador: Include a calendar of events in the report.
Honduras: Expand section I.B, page 5 to include important information on
legislation presented during the meeting that was not included in the text of the
report
Nicaragua: Update the report to include information presented at the meeting.

3. Report to be submitted:
• Haiti: Data presented to the RCC by Haiti indicated that Phase 1 has been
completed, but a formal written report needs to be submitted to PAHO/WHO.
• Canada: A representative was unable to attend the meeting. A final written
report needs to be submitted.

Next steps:
The next and fourth meeting of the AMR RCC is scheduled for the first quarter of 2009. During
that meeting the RCC will make a final decision on the reports submitted before December 31
by Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay
and Venezuela. An ad‐hoc panel will review in detail the reports and will provide
recommendations to the AMR RCC before of the meeting.
The Pan American Health Organization, as a Secretariat will continue to provide support to
those countries that have not yet presented their final reports.

List of Participants (draft) see annex.

